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The Robert Hunter House circa 1900
Woodbine

Private

The Robert Hunter House faces west on the east side of Route 94, just north
of its intersection with Annapolis Rock Road.

It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two and a half story high, gabled
roof (running north-south) frame house set on a stone foundation with cen-
tral brick chimney and two story high, intersecting gable roof (running
east-west) east kitchen wing of log, which creates a ''T" plan. This is
filled in by the addition of a shed roofed open porch on the south wall of
the kitchen and a one story high shed roofed appendage along the kitchen's
north wall,

Fenestration for the head of the ''T'"' is rectangular, double-hung and verti-
cally aligned with two-over-two lights. A romanesque window in the central
intersecting gable of the west facade is representative of the Romanesque
Revival in American domestic architecture while the exceptionally wide
double row of vertical lights which flank the central entrance are note-
worthy and may indicate a double house, replacing two central entrances.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Robert Hunter House faces west on the east side of Route 94, just north of its
intersection with Annapolis Rock Road.

It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two and a half story high, gabled roof (running
north-south) frame house set on a stone foundation with central brick chimney and
two story high, intersecting gable roof (running east-west) east wing creating a
"T" plan. This latter wing is constructed of log, three bays wide and one room
deep with batten wood north central entrance and south central two light entrance
door which is flanked by rectangular double-hung, two-over-two light windows.

A square brick chimney is inset into its east wall which holds a similar first

and second floor two-over-two light window just south of the chimney and two

four light casement attic windows. The "T'' is filled in by the addition of a shed
roofed open porch on the south wall of the kitchen east wing and an enclosed one
story high shed roofed appendage along the kitchen's north wall which holds a north
entrance and no apertures on its east wall.

An additional shed roofed, one story high, open porch is centered on the building's
west facade. It covers a centraltwelve light entrance door, flanked by eight lights,
Rectangular, double hung windows with two-over-two lights rest on each side of the
central entrance. Above rest similar, vertically aligned second floor windows,
except for that in the south bay of this wall, which holds six-over-two lights. A
central intersecting gable on this elevation holds a roman arched four light casement
“window. The north and south walls of this section of the house hold. central first
and second floor vertically aligned windows, similar to the others and a single

four light attic casement window.

The kitchen wing is of log and is sure to antedate the front of the house. The log
house was of substantial size but the square brick chimney installed for a latrobe
stove does not indicate a very early date. The log house with its wide six to
einoht inch floor boards probably dates from the mid to late nineteenth century and
the main west wing facade of the late nineteenth or turn of the century,

The house sits in a shallow hollow, east of the old school house on Route 94, just

north of its intersection with Annopolis Rock Road. On the north it is surrounded ]
by - a row of trees and on the south by a large freme barn and auxiliary farm buildings.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Robert Hunter House is significant architecturally to Howard County and the

State of Maryland as a representative of the roman

revival style in American domestic

archi tecture. In addition, the kitchen wing 1s of log and may very well have been an
old log tenant house of an earlier century. |Its wide floor boards on the first floor
indicate a mid to late nineteenth century structure,

The small romanesque four light attic casement window, located in the central
intersecting gable on the front facade, is representative of the Foman. revival in
domestic architecture. This type of farmhouse is quite common to Howard County and
can be seen in the three bay wide, small scaled farm houses as well as those five bay

wide homes, built on a more grandiase scale.

This house does not feature a central

hall. The central entrance leads into a dividing wall which extends from the central

mantles to the east wall of this section of the house.

1t may well be that the home

was once constructed as a double house with two central entrances and that the present

central dividing wall, now open near the central entrance, was

completely closed at one

time. This is conjecture, but the location of a central entrance with corner staircase
is quite unusual. The house might have served initially to house three farm families
and later been converted to its present single family status.

In any event, the present house is structurally sound, but cosmetically in need
of attention. As it stands todey, it is @ one family house with corner staircase in

the southeast corner of the front section's south room and

in the north east corner of the

log kitchen section. A passage from the south room to the kitchen is located in the

east wall of the former,

An interesting house architecturally and representati ve of the romanesque revival
in American domestic architecture, the Robert Hunter House is of outstanding archi tectural
significance, and as such, should be placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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The shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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EXPLANATION

Flood boundaries were estimated from:
Regional stage-frequency relations.

—
DAMASCUS, MD.
Base by U.S. Geological Survey
1244
“ent, PHOTCR-VISED 193/)
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The Robert Hunter House
U.S. Geological Survey Map
Damascus and Woodbine
Maryland Quadrangle

Scale 1:2L000
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The purpose cf tee fleod-prone area rzaps is to show to administrators, plann?rs,ielnd
engineers concerned -Fith future land develoyments those ar2as that are subject to floc:i ™z,
The U.S. Geological S‘.;'r\‘ey was requested by the 83th Congressito prepare these mar;'s');-_s
expressed in House ,.Document 465 The. flood-prone areas l:.cb been delineated b}rthe
Geological Survey on the basis of readily available information. *
Flood-)rune area maps were delineated for those areas that meet the following criteria:
(1) Urban zreas where the upstream Zrairage area exceeds 1) square miles, {2) rural areas
in humid regions where the upstream crainage area exceeds 109 square miles, and (3) rural
areas in semiarid regions where the upstream drainage area exceeds 230 square miles.
The flood prone areas shown on this map have a 1in 100 chance on the averasa of Leiryg
inundated during any year. Flood areas have been delineated without consideration ¢
present or future flood-control storage that may reduce flood levels.

Flood-hazard reports provide the detailed flood information that iz needed for economic

studies, for formulating zoring reguiations, and for setting design criteria to mininize
futnre flood losses, When detailed information, such as that contained in the flaed.-ha~ 3
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